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An important message from 
Consumers Union News Digest 


Our staff reads more than 
150 consumer news sources every month. 
So all you have to read is one. 


Consumers Union News Digest is a valuable information resource for consumer educators, 
journalists, librarians, home economists, government officials, and individual consumers. 
They find it to be an excellent way to keep in touch with large quantities of consumer- 
related news: Government regulation, solar energy, food safety, nutrition, credit, lobbying, 
inflation, advertising, and much more. 

Consumers Union News Digest is a 12-page twice monthly newsletter containing approxi- 


mately 40 digests per issue. Each digest is concise enough to be read quickly but inclusive 
enough to preserve the essence of the original consumer news item. 


ree from Consumers Union if you subscribe to the News Digest... . As a “thank you” for 
your subscription, we will send you a free copy of our “Guide To Consumer Services.” This 
book shows you how to comparison shop for selected financial and professional services 
including doctors, dentists, credit sources, auto mechanics and even brokers. As a $3.50 
value, it will be a real addition to your library. 
Bonus Offer! Two months free with your subscription. . . . The regular price of Consumers 
Union News Digest is $36 for a year’s subscription of 24 issues. If you include your payment 
now, we will give you an additional four issues free. So return the coupon with your $36 
today. If not satisfied, you may cancel after a few issues, get a full refund on unmailed 
copies, and keep the book with our compliments. 


Consumers Union News Digest, Dept. ND-130 

Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962 

0 Enclosed is my payment of $36. Please send me Consumers Union News 
Digest on your bonus-for-cash offer of 14 months—a total of 28 issues. Also 
include my free copy of the “Guide To Consumer Services,” which | can 
keep even if | cancel and get a full refund. 

0 Bill me for $36 for a 12-month subscription (24 issues) and send me the 
free “Guide To Consumer Services.” 

Note: If you use a purchase order, piease attach this form. 
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This index includes principal subjects in all 
11 regular issues of CONSUMER REPORTS for 
1978. The Buying Guide Issue carries its own 
Index. (*) Indicates comparative Ratings or 
discussions by brand names; (®) indicates 
corrections or follow-up notes. 


Advertising, children’s, FTC should limit 432 Aug 
Advertising, utilities’ 400 Jul 78; 604 Oct 
Aflatoxin in peanut butter 43 

Air conditioning & insulation 


Air travel: 
fares 
regulation of 
Antenna, FM, indoor 
Audio equipment: 
cartridges, stereo phono 
loudspeakers 
microphones 
stylus timer .... 
systems 
Automobiles and automo 


AMC Concord D/L wagon ..... 
ANNUAL AUTO ISSUE, 1978 
Audi 5000 
battery testers 
Buick Century Special wagon 
Buick Regal 
captive imports 
Chevrolet Chevette 
Chevrolet Malibu 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
Datsun B210 5-Speed ..... 
Datsun 200-SX 
Datsun 510 
dealers, bargaining with 
Dodge Aspen wagon 
Dodge Diplomat 
Dodge Magnum XE 
Dodge Omni *376 Jul 78; 
©570 Oct 78; 

* 














engine switching 
Ford Fairmont 
Ford Fiesta 
Ford Futura 
frequency-of-repair records 
gas-saving gadgets 
gasoline conservation 











Honda Accord LX 
Honda Civic 5-Speed 








Mercury Monarch 
Mercury Zephyr wagon 
Oldsmobile Cutlass 
Oldsmobile Delta 88 Diesel 
Oldsmobile Starfire 
optional equipment 
Peugeot 604SL 
Plymouth Horizon *376 Jul 78; 
©570 Oct 78; 

* 





Plymouth Sapporo 
Plymouth Volare 
Pontiac Catalina 
Pontiac Phoenix 


ramps, drive-on 





Saab 99 GLE 
safety, Nader vs. Claybrook 





NOVEMBER 1978 
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This index includes principal subjects in all 
11 regular issues of CONSUMER REPORTS for 
1978. The Buying Guide Issue carries its own 
Index. (*) Indicates comparative Ratings or 
discussions by brand names; (®) indicates 
corrections or follow-up notes. 


Advertising, children’s, FTC should limit 432 Aug 
Advertising, utilities’ 400 Jul 78; 604 Oct 
Aflatoxin in peanut butter 43 

Air conditioning & insulation 


Air travel: 
fares 
regulation of 
Antenna, FM, indoor 
Audio equipment: 
cartridges, stereo phono 
loudspeakers 
microphones 
stylus timer .... 
systems 
Automobiles and automo 


AMC Concord D/L wagon ..... 
ANNUAL AUTO ISSUE, 1978 
Audi 5000 
battery testers 
Buick Century Special wagon 
Buick Regal 
captive imports 
Chevrolet Chevette 
Chevrolet Malibu 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo 
Datsun B210 5-Speed ..... 
Datsun 200-SX 
Datsun 510 
dealers, bargaining with 
Dodge Aspen wagon 
Dodge Diplomat 
Dodge Magnum XE 
Dodge Omni *376 Jul 78; 
©570 Oct 78; 

* 














engine switching 
Ford Fairmont 
Ford Fiesta 
Ford Futura 
frequency-of-repair records 
gas-saving gadgets 
gasoline conservation 











Honda Accord LX 
Honda Civic 5-Speed 








Mercury Monarch 
Mercury Zephyr wagon 
Oldsmobile Cutlass 
Oldsmobile Delta 88 Diesel 
Oldsmobile Starfire 
optional equipment 
Peugeot 604SL 
Plymouth Horizon *376 Jul 78; 
©570 Oct 78; 

* 





Plymouth Sapporo 
Plymouth Volare 
Pontiac Catalina 
Pontiac Phoenix 


ramps, drive-on 





Saab 99 GLE 
safety, Nader vs. Claybrook 





NOVEMBER 1978 





safety restraints, children’s, 
questions answered 

testing, explanation of CU’s 

tires, spare, temporary 

Toyota Celica 

pi Corona 


VW Scirocco 
Volvo 264 GL 


Bacon, Sizzlean .. 
Banking, electronic funds transfer 
Bathroom scales, digital 

Battery testers 
Beer, U.S. brewing of imported brands.. 
“Best Buy” gifts, 1978 by 
Binoculars, cheap, ad claims . 
Blankets, electric a 

Bowls, fruit-ripening 








Cake, low-calorie 
Calculators: 
Commodore LC5K 
stand 
Cameras: 
instant-picture 
movie, sound 
Polaroid instant movies 
video, b&w 
Cancer & water fluoridation 
480 Aug 78; 550 Oct 78; 
Cancer insurance 
Cartridges, stereo phono 
Caulking compounds, exterior 
Cereals, sweetened, Kellogg ad .. 
Chairs, folding 
Chicken *255 May 78; 
Cleaners: 








silver-care products 
Clothes w 
Coffee: 
bags 


AAall, 














Roast 

Consumers Union: 
annual meeting notice 
choosing test products .... 
directors elected 
financial statement 
funding 
meeting with Pres. Carter 





nominating directors 
questionnaire, annual 
radio reports 

Contracts, home-improvement 
©310 Jun 78; ©424 
252 





Contracts, readability of 
Cooler chest, Frostpak FI 
Credit, auto loans 


Diet, Countdown 

Diets, liquid-protein 

Directories, physicians ....253 May 78; ©552 
Drugs, prescription, FDA’s ratings 


Egg Cuber 
Electric test meter, Eico 540 
Electric use it 
Electronic funds transfer 
Energy conservation: 
caulking compounds, exterior 
electric use it 
flue dampers 
flue-heat recovery devices 
heat circulators 
insulation 














weather stripping 
windows, storm 


Fans, attic 
Fats & oils, 9 
Fishing tackle, spinning 
Floor polishes 
Flue dampers 








CONSUMER REPORTS 


Flue-heat recovery devices 
Fluoridation & cancer 392 Jul 78; 480 
550 Oct 78; 610 
Food: 
bacon, Sizzlean 
cake, low-calorie 
cereals, sweetened, Kellogg ad 
chicken *255 May 78; 
coffee bags 
coffee, Mellow Roast . 
fats & oils, cooking 
labeling, hearings announced 
milk, raw, controversy 
no-name products *315 Jun 78; 
nutrition guide \ 
peanut butter 
Peanuts Peanuts .. 
potatoes, fresh .... 
potatoes, instant 
pretzels, no-salt ... 
processors 
soup mixes, dried 
storage gadget, Vacuum Pump .. 
sugar in 





310 Jun 78; 484 

yogurt *7 Jan 78; 182, 244 
Freezers, compact *402 

Fryer, mini, hazardous ....*4 Jan 78; ©433 
Funerals, FTC proposed rule 43 


Garage-door openers 
Gas-saving gadgets .... 
Gloves, rubber 


Hamburger makers 
Health spas 
Heat circulators 
Heat, flue, recovery devices . 
Heater, wall-mounted 
Home-improvement contracts 
©310 Jun 78; ©424 
Hydrometers cas beeceibeeccaacivictecr 
Igniters, gas range 
Imports, restrictions on 


18 
304 May 78; ©370 
Insulation, see Energy conservation 
Insurance: 


life, adjustable 
life, industrial, for poor . 
Iron supplements, need for 


Labeling, food, hearings announced .... 492 
Land sales 283 May 78; 610 
Lawn mowers ... *387 
Lawn spreaders 

Life insurance, see Insurance 

Liquid-protein diets 

Liquor prices, Calif. ..... 

Lobbying, business ... 

Hpi magnetic 





Mattress sets, innerspring 

Measure Maid *314 Jun 78; ©493 
Meter, electric test, Eico 540 

Microphones 

Milk, raw, controversy 

Mopeds ....*319 Jun 78; ©485 Aug 78; ©490 


Nutrition guide 20.0.0... cceeeeteeeeee 
Oils & fats, cooking 


Packaging, food, no-name 


Padlocks, magnetic 
Paints: 

latex interior 

sprayers *331 Jun 78; ©545 
Peanut butter .... ....*435 Aug 78; ©663 
Peanuts Peanuts *12 
Peeler, GE Peeling Wand 
Physicians directories ....253 May 78; ©552 
Poisoning accidents, home treatment .... 


Polishes, floor 
Polishes, silver .. 
Potatoes, fresh 
Potatoes, instant .... 
Pregnancy test kit 


Pretzels, no-salt 

Prices, liquor, Calif. 

Product liability 

Projectors, movie . 

Pump, vacuum, food storage 


Radios: 
antenna, FM, indoor 
claims for AM stereo misleading 
multiband, portable 


weatherband 
Ramps, drive-on car 
Ranges, gas, igni 
Rattles, hazard warning 
Record reviews 





Reels, spinning 
Refrigerator, portable, Frostpak FI 
Refrigerators 


Rods, spinning 


Safety restraints, children’s, 
questions answered 

Sanders, finishing 

Sanitary pads & tampons 


Scales, bathroom, digital 
Scouring cleansers 3 *373 
i 132 Mar 78; 269 
386 Jul 78; 446 Aug 78; 643 
Sewing machines, zigzag .*96 Feb 78; 0552 
Showers, conserving water 
Silver-care products 
Soup mixes, dried .... 6 
Spas, health 440 Aug 78; 610 
Spatulas, rubber smell of *254 
ing tackle *169 
Sprayers, paint *331 Jun 78; ©545 
Steamer, Steam Chef ....*184 Apr 78; 
Stereo systems *6; 
Stylus timer 
Sugar in foods, see Food 


Tables, folding 

Tampons 

Telephone junk calling 

Telephone service .......50 Jan 78; 122, 176 
250 May 78; 372 








Televisions: 
black & white, battery .................0.. *146 
color, 19” 
remote controller 
trade restrictions 
video cassette recorders 
Tennis elbow 
Tennis racquets *259 May 78; 
Thermometers, refrigerator-freezer 
Thermostats, energy-saving 
Tires, spare, temporary 
Tissues, facial 
Toilets, conserving water 








Trade restrictions . 


1 
304 May 78; ©370 Jul 


Underwear, long *46 Jan 
Utilities’ advertising 400 Jul 78; ©604 Oct 
Utilities, share purchasing 125 Mar 





Video cassette recorders *505 Sep 


Washing machines Oct 
Water: 

conservation 294 May 78; 430 Aug 

fluoridation & cancer 392 Jul 78; 480 Aug 

50 Oct 78; 610 Nov 

Weather stripping 583 Oct 

Windows, storm Oct 


Apr 


Issues of CONSUMER REPORTS are $1 each, except 
for the enlarged December Buying Guide Issue 
($3). Write Back Issue Dept., Consumers Union, 
Orangeburg, N.Y. 10962. Bound volumes of recent 
years (one year to a volume) and binders to hold o 
yeag’s regular monthly issues are available (see cou- 
pon, page 665). Issues are available in microform: 
Write to Xerox University Microfilms, 300 N. Zeeb 
Rd., Ann Arbor, Mich. 48106, or Micro Photo Div., Bell 
& Howell, Old Mansfield Rd., Wooster, Ohio 44691. 


667 





Attic fans 


Beans, green 


Index 


Aiic-conaitioners: 
cooling-load estimate form 
high-efficiency 
Air-conditioning, insulation for 
Appliances, household, 

see individual items 





Audio equipment: 

components, shopping guide for .... 
glossary of terms 

loudspeakers 
microphones 
phono cartridges 
receivers 

record changers 
turntables, manual 








Automobile insurance: 


buying advice 
claim settlement 
Ratings of companies 


Automobiles: 


new: 
buying advice 
used: 
buying advice 
1978 models as.. 
repair records 


Automotive equipment: 


battery testers 

body repair kits 

car ramps, drive-on 

road signals, emergency 
safety restraints, children’s 





Bais, tennis.... 


Barbecue grills, gas 





Battery testers. 





Bedding: 
blankets, electric 
mattress sets, innerspring 

Beverages: 
chocolate drink mixes 
milk, instant nonfat dry 
orange drink mixes 
tea 

Blankets, electric.... 

Bleaches, all-fabric 

Blenders 








Bologna 





Broilers 





Cameras: 


instant movies 
instant picture 





movie, sound 
35mm, low-priced 
Camping equipment: 
lanterns 





sleeping bags 
tents, family 





Car ramps, drive-on 
Cars, see Automobiles; 
Automotive equipment 
Caulking compounds 
Cements, household... 
Chain saws 
Chicken, fresh, 
Chocolate drink mixes 
Cleaners: 
dishwashing liquids 
drain, chemical 
glass 





scouring products 

spot removers 

toilet bowl 
Clock radios 








Clothes dryers, portable 
Consumer credit 





Consumer information: 
consumer agencies 
Consumer Product Safety 





Commission 
Federal Information Centers 
mediation services 
state and local 





U.S. Office of Consumer Affairs 


Consumers Union: 
Ratings, explanation of 
statement of ownership 
testing, methods of 

Cooktops, ceramic 

Courts, small claims 

Creams, hand 





Credit, consumer: 
bureau reports 





description 





Dishwashing liquids 
Drain cleaners, chemical 





Dressing, salad 
Drink mixes: 
chocolate 





orange 





Dryers, clothes, portable 


Evectric shock 





Energy-saving products 
Exercise devices 








Fans, attic 

Fats and oils, cooking 

Federal Government agencies, 
see Consumer information 

Fire extinguishers 

Fishing rods and reels 

Floor coverings, sheet-vinyl 





Floor polishes 
Flue heat recovery devices 
Food: 

beans, green 





bologna 





chicken, fresh 





drink mixes 








fats and oils 
mayonnaise 





milk, instant nonfat dry 


peanut butter 
potatoes 














salad dressing 
tea 
yogurt 
Food processors 
Freezers, compact 
Fryers, mini, electric 
Fuel-saving devices: 
flue heat recovery 
furnaces 
thermostats 
water heaters 
Furnaces, heating efficiency of 




















Garbage disposers 
Glass cleaners 
Gloves, rubber 
Glues, household 
Government agencies, see 
Consumer information 
Grass trimmers, filament-type 
Grills, gas barbecue 
Grounding, electrical.... 
Guarantees 








Hamburger makers 
Hand lotions and creams 
Hearing: 

aids 





protectors 
Heaters: 

portable electric 

water, insulation of 
Hi-Fi equipment, see Audio equipment 
Humidifiers 277 
Hydrometers 419 











Insulation: 
discussion 
for air-conditioning 
for water heaters 

Insurance, automobile: 
buying advice 
claim settlement 
Ratings of companies 














428 INDEX 


Lanterns, camp 





Latex paints: 
exterior stains 





interior 





Lawn equipment: 
grass trimmers, filament-type 
mowers, power 





spreaders 





Lotions, hand 





Loudspeakers: 
high-priced 








low-priced 
medium-priced 





Luggage: 
carriers 





molded 





Massagers, shower 
Mattress sets, innerspring 
Mayonnaise 





Microphones 





Milk, instant nonfat dry .... 
Mini-fryers, electric 





Mopeds 
Movie cameras 





instant movies 





Moving, household 


Oi and fats 





Orange drink mixes 





Ovens, broiler 


Paint products: 
latex 








semigloss 
sprayers for 





Paper towels 





Peanut butter 





Phono cartridges, stereo. 





Polishes, floor 
Potatoes: 
fresh 





instant 





Processors, food 





Racquets, tennis 
Radios: 
clock, FM/AM 








multiband 
scanner 





+h 





Ramps, car drive-on 
Receivers, stereo 





Record changers 





Reels, spinning 





Refrigerators: 
thermometers for 





top-freezers 
Restraints, children’s auto safety 
Rice 





Road signals, emergency 
Rods, spinning 





Rubber gloves 





Saber saws 





Salad dressing 





Sanders, finishing 





Sanitary pads 





Saws: 





chain, small 
saber 





Scouring products 
Seat belts, see 
Restraints, children’s auto safety 
Semigloss paints, interior 
Sewing machines, zigzag 





Shock, electric 
Shortening 





Shower equipment: 
massagers 





water-saving devices 
Sleeping bags 





Small claims courts 





Soaps, toilet 
Speakers, see Loudspeakers 
Spinning tackle 

Spot removers 





Sprayers, paint 





Stains, exterior latex 
Stereo equipment, see Audio 





Storm windows 


Tackie, spinning 
Tampons 





Tape, reel and cassette recording 
Tea 





Television sets: 
black-and-white, portable 
color, 19-ifich, 








Tennis: 
balls 
racquets 

Tents, family 

Thermal windows 

Thermometers, refrigerator-freezer.... 

Thermostats: 
devices for 
energy-saving 

Tissues, facial 

Toaster oven/broilers 

Toilet tissue 

Toilets: 
bowl cleaners 
water-saving devices for 
































Towels, paper 
Turntables, manual 
Typewriters, portable electric 


Warranties 


Washing machines: 
portable 
standard.. 

Water, conservation of 
see also Shower equipment; Toilets 

Weather stripping 

Windows, ‘“‘energy-saving”’ 


Yogurt 

















1977-1978 INDEX 
OF CONSUMER REPORTS MONTHLY ISSUES 


Articles from the regular monthly issues of CONSUMER REPORTS that have not 
been summarized for this Buying Guide Issue are indexed here for ready reference. 
Many libraries carry bound volumes of CONSUMER REPORTS in which the original 
article may be found, and individual back issues may be ordered for $1 apiece from: 
Back Issue Department, Consumers Union, Orangeburg, New York 10962. 


Aavertising, legal services 
Advertising, utilities’ 

Air fares 
Air travel, regulation of 

Antenna, FM, indoor 

Automobiles & automotive equipment: 





air bags Apr, Sep 77 

body dimensions 

emissions control 

engine switching 

fuel meter 

gasoline additive 

gasoline conservation 

loans 

mechanical specifications 

safety, Nader vs. Claybrook 

safety of small 

safety restraints, children’s, 
questions answered 

spark plugs 

testing, explanation of CU’s 











Baby rattle, hazardous 
Bacon, substitute 
Banking, EFT 
Beer, imported, brewed in U.S. ..... 
Binoculars, cheap, ad claims 
Boilover preventer 

Book buying 
Book review, Health Robbers 
Breakfasts, instant 

Breast feeding 
Burglar alarms 














Cake, alcohol-containing 
Cake, low-calorie 

Calculator, long battery life.... 
Calculator stand 

Calculators, compact 
Calculators, solar-powered 
Cameras, 110 
Cameras, video, b&w 
Cancer & fluoridation 








430 INDEX 


Cancer insurance 
Cassette recorders, mini 
Cereals, advertising 
Circuit tester 
Coffee alternatives 
Coffee bags 
Coffee, ‘international Coffees’”’ 
Coffee maker, espresso 
Coffee prices 
Commuting, by van 

Consumer services guide 
Contracts, home-improvement 
Cooler chest, electric 

Credit, auto loans 

Credit, truth-in-lending 











Dent-cottection practices 
Diet kit 
Diets, liquid-protein 
Directories, physician 
Doorbell, musical 

Drugs, FDA ratings 
Drugs, hay-fever remedies 
Drugs, insomnia remedies 
Drugs, Laetrile 
Dryers, hair 

















Eo, mold 
Egg stirrer 
Electric test meter 
Electricity-use monitor 
Electronic funds transfer 
Energy conservation: 
electricity-use monitor 
flue dampers 
heat circulators 
surge suppressors 
water heater device ... 
Entrees, frozen 
Exercise & heart disease 
Eye care 








Fiash units, electronic 
Flue dampers 
Fluoridation 
Food, baby 
Food labeling hearings 

Food labeling, solid-weight.... 
Food products, no-name 
Food promotions 





Jul, Aug 78 
Mar, Nov 77 


Food storage, vacuum pump 
Freezer wraps 
Freezers 
Fruit-ripening bowls 

Fryer, mini, hazardous 
Fuel meter 
Funerals, FTC proposed rule 











Games, video 
Gardening aids, indoor 
Gasoline additive 

Grill, indoor 
Grill, newspaper-fueled 
Grinders, baby food 





Hair dryers 
Hay-fever remedies 
Health spas 
Heart disease & exercise 
Heat circulators 

Heater, wall-mounted 
Home-improvement contracts 








Ioniters, gas range 

Imports, restrictions on.. 

Insomnia remedies 

Insurance, cancer 

Insurance, life, adjustable 

Insurance, malpractice... Sep, Oct, Nov 77 
lron supplements, need for 


Labeling, food, hearings 
Labeling, solid-weight 
Laetrile 
Land sales 
Lead content of paint 
Legal services, advertising 
Legal services, choosing 
Licensing boards, state 
Liquid-protein diets 
Liquor prices, Calif 
Lobbying, business 
Locks, magnetic 








Measies immunization needed.... Mar 77 
Measuring device, kitchen 

Meat extender 
Milk price-fixing 

Milk, raw, controversy 








Nutrition computer 
Nutrition quiz & answers 


0: cost pass-alongs 


Pp ackaging, food, no-name 
Padlocks, magnetic 

Paints, lead content 
Peanuts, defatted 

Peeler, electric 
Physician directories Feb 77; May 78 
Poison, prevention, treatment 

Polishes, silver 
Pretzels, no-salt 
Price-fixing of milk 
Prices, liquor, Calif 
Product liability 
Pump, vacuum, food storage 
Pump, water 

















Racing sets, road 

Radio antenna, FM, indoor 
Radio, clock 
Radios, CB 
Radios, stereo claims misleading .... 
Ranges, gas, igniters for 
Recorders, tape, mini 

Refrigerator, portable.. 

Road racing sets 








Jul, Aug 77 

Safety restraints, children’s, questions 

answered Apr 78 
Salt substitute Jan 77 
School consumer projects Jun 77 
Silver-care products Feb 78 
Sleepwear, Tris-treated.. 
Smoke detectors 











INDEX 431 


Spark plugs Sep 77 
Spatulas, rubber smeil of 

Steamer, cookware Apr 78 
Step stools Mar 77 


Stylus timer Jul 78 











Tape recorders, mini 
Tarnish remover 
Tea, drip-brewed 
Telephone junk calling .... 
Telephone legislation 
Telephone service 
Television: 
videotape deck ..... 
black & white, 12” 
color consoles 
remote controller 
video cassette recorders 
video-game damage 
video games 
Tennis elbow 
Tetherball, water 
Toys, heavily advertised 
Trade restrictions 











Underwear, long 
Utilities’ advertising 
Utilities, share purchasing 


Video cassette recorders 
Video games 





Wate: fluoridation 

Water heater electricity saver 
Water pump 
Wraps, freezer 











